(n = 11) (n = 9) Age (y) 75-1 (8- 3) 75-6 (7 6) Sexratio (M:F) (8 4) 16-8 (6) Before reduction 3 9 (1 9) 5 (2-1) After reduction 1-8 (1-1) 2-1 (1-4)
Values are mean (SD). PMR = Polymyalgia rheumatica; GCA = giant cell arteritis. Overall, the 94 women had 202 children: 99 girls and 103 boys. The observed proportion of children that were daughters (0 49) was the same as that expected. When considered separately by HLA-DR status, however, there was an excess of sons among the HLA-DR4 negative mothers, and an excess of daughters among the HLA-DR4 positive mothers (table) . The odds ratio associated with being HLA-DR4 positive and bearing a daughter was 2-1 (95% confidence interval 1 1 to 4 2). This therefore does appear to provide tentative evidence of a link between HLA-DR status and the gender of offspring, supporting a role for androgens in the aetiology of RA. However, these observations need to be repeated in other populations.
